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A NEWSLETTER FOR THE GRAND VALLEY STATE UNIVERSITY COMMUNITY

•••

Grand Valley announces new deans, director
Gayle Davis, provost and vice president for
Academic Affairs, has named three deans, one
interim dean and the director of the Honors
College at Grand Valley.
Davis spearheaded a massive reorganization of
the university 's academic units. That move,
resignation by the business dean and
retirements of the library director and Honors
College director prompted the hirings.
"We know that the new academic organization
puts us in a stronger position as we manage
the tremendous growth of quality programs
here at Grand Valley," said Davis. "We have
been successful in our search for the right person for each of these important positions, and
we anticipate their steady leadership as we
move Grand Valley forward."

Dean appointments:
College of Liberal Arts and Sciences:
Frederick J. Antczak

Dr. Antczak has a Ph.D., University of Chicago;
MA, University of Chicago; BA, University of
Notre Dame. He is currently the associate dean
of Academic Programs in the College of Liberal
Arts at the University of Iowa.
Seidman College of Business:
H. James Williams

Dr. Williams has a LL.Mand a J.D.,

Across Campus

Georgetown
University
Law Center;
Ph.D.,
University of
Georgia;
MBA,
University of
Wisconsin;
BS, North
Frederick J. Antczak
Carolina
Central
University. He is currently dean and Asa
T. Spaulding Distinguished Professor of
Accounting at North Carolina Central
University.

H. James Williams

Wendy Wenner

Robert Beasecker

Guiyou Huang

College of University-Wide
Interdisciplinary Initiatives:
Wendy Wenner

Dr. Wenner has a Ph.D., Marquette
University; M.A.T. , Northwestern
University; BA, Carleton College. She is
currently the associate vice president of
Academic Affairs at Grand Valley.

Director of Honors College: Guiyou Huang
Interim Dean of the Library:
Robert Beasecker

Beasecker has an AMLS, University of
Michigan; AB , Hillsdale College. He is
currently interim dean of Grand Valley's
Libraries.

Dr. Huang has a Ph.D. , Texas A&M
University; MA, Peking University; BA, Qufu
Teachers University. He is the director of the
Honors Program and professor of English at
Kutztown University of Pennsylvania.

···------------------------

Grand Valley's
communication efforts
awarded

Other winners this year include ABC News,
New York; Fox Sports Net, Chicago; Nike,
Inc. ; Massachusetts School of Law; Purdue
University; and Unisys Corporation.

News and Information Services has received
six awards from the Videographer Awards in
Arlington, Texas, for its video productions.

"To see Grand Valley compete and win with
this level of competition is quite impressive,"
said President Mark A. Murray. "We have
quality programs and faculty, and we also have
award-winning communication video productions that carry that message into the communities we serve."

The DVD that chronicled the Laker Football
team's first national championship in 2002
captured two awards: the Award of Excellence
in Video Productions/Tribute; and Award of
Distinction in Video
Productions/Creativity/Writing.

The Videographer Award of Excellence is given
to those entries whose ability to capture the

continues on page 2

The Videographer Awards are an international
competition for directors, editors, producers,
shooters, talent, writers and all other production professionals. There were more than
2,000 entries from throughout the U.S. and
foreign countries in this year's competition.

GRANDVALLEY
STATE UNIVERSITY

event or communicate the message is exceptional. The Award of Distinction is presented
for projects that are outstanding, while
Honorable Mention is awarded to projects that
exceed industry standards.
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Across Campus
continued from page 1
The video series, "Around Grand Valley," that showcased a variety of
Grand Valley programs or special features in 1-minute segments won two
awards: Award of Distinction in Video Productions/Creativity/On-Camera
Talent; and Award of Distinction in Educational
Institution/College/University.
The video that introduced the new Cook-De Vos Center for Health
Sciences also won two awards: Honorable Mention in Video
Productions/CreativityNoice-Over Talent; and Honorable Mention in
Video Productions/Facility Overview.
Entries for the Videographer Awards come from all segments of the video
production field including production companies, government agencies,
school s, advertising and public relations firms and corporate communication departments.

KSON recognition ceremony

Director of Institutional Analysis
receives top AP award
For years he was behind the
scenes. But he was front
and center during the
Administrative Professional
luncheon on April 26.
Bruce Tweddale, now semiretired as director of
Institutional Analysis,
received the 2004 AP
Achievement Award.
Tweddale has worked at
Grand Valley for 38 years; he
is one of a handful of staff
members to have worked for
three different presidents.
People who nominated
Tweddale called his ability to
forecast budgets and enrollR IT
ment "legendary." Tweddale
analyzes budgets and enrollPhoto by Courtney Newbauer
ments to forecasts needs for Bruce Tweddale, director of Institutional
housing, classroom space
Analysis, addresses the audience at the AP
luncheon on April 26.
and financial aid purposes.

Photo courtesy of Ron Perkins

Sylvia Simmons, chief operating officer for Holland Home and
Grand Valley alumna, gives the keynote address during the
Kirkhof School of Nursing recognition ceremony on April 24 at
Northview High School. The ceremony included the traditional
"pinning" for new graduates of the bachelor's and master's
degree programs. Also on stage are (left to right) Kay Reick,
KSON assistant professor (second from left), and Andrea
Bostrom, KSON associate dean of Academic Programs (next to
podium).
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Recipients from each of the eight groups served by the AP Committee
received the AP Service Award . They are Mary Ann Sheline, director of
the Regional Math and Science Center (group l); Casey Bosman,
Telecommunications manager (group 2); Meaghann Myers, coordinator of
Program Services for the Padnos International Center (group 3); Bobby
Springer, associate director of Multicultural Affairs (group 4); Pam
Achtyes, controller, Business and Finance Department (group 5); Dewey
Newsome, head swimming coach (group 6); David Moore,
producer/anchor WGVU Radio (group 7) ; Todd Buchta, director of
Development Services (group 8).

···------------------------Talking about education

The GVSU Forum is published by the News
and Information Services Office every Monday
when classes are in session and biweekly during the summer. The submission deadline is
Tuesday noon. Send publication items to
Michele Coffill, editor, c/o forum @gvsu.edu.
Telephone: 616-331-2221. Fax: 616-331-2250.
Faculty and staff members can find an online
"Sketches" submiss ion form on the Web at
www.gvsu.edu/online/forum/form.html.
Grand Valley State University is an affirmative
action/equal opportunity institution.

Visit GVNow, Grand Valley's daily online publication, on the Web at: www.gvnow.gvsu .edu/

GVNOW

photo by Adam Bird

President Mark A. Murray and University of Michigan President Mary Sue Coleman talk about
the state of higher education during a taped broadcast at WGVU's studio on May 6. The program, 'Michigan's Future: Higher Education and the New Economy, ' aired on WGVU/WGVK and
PBS stations in Flint and Detroit last week.
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What's Ahead
Gullah Kinfolk and 'Aunt Pearlie-Sue' bring Sea Islands to GVSU
The songs and stories of the South Carolina Sea Islands will come to
West Michigan in a multicultural sensation known as the Gullah
Kinfolk, performing at Grand Valley on May 12.

and features stories by Aunt PearlieSue, a character based on Prather's
grandmother.

Headlining the group is Anita Singleton-Prather, best known for her
beloved television character, "Aunt Pearlie-Sue," on PBS. A performance
by Prather and the Gullah Kinfolk, characterized by rib-tickling folktales
and soul-stirring songs, talces place at 7:30 p.m. on Wednesday, May 12,
at the De Vos Center's Loosemore Auditorium. The performance is open
to the public and free.

As a storyteller and singer, Prather
has performed before such renowned
persons as former first lady Hillary
Rodham Clinton, Maya Angelou, and
Marian Wright Edelman. She has
also showcased her talents at various
arts festivals, including Spoleto,
USA, the largest festival in the
United States, and appeared in the
Hollywood film Forrest Gump and on Anita Singleton-Prather and
Gullah Kinfolk will perform
the ABC television program "Good
on May 12 in the Loosemore
Morning America." In
addition to Auditorium.
her participation in educational
documentaries, Prather's one-woman show, "Tales from the Land of
Gullah," has been broadcast on PBS. Prather holds a bachelor's degree
in psychology and a master's degree in education from the University of
South Carolina.

A pre-concert performance by the Voices of GVSU will begin at 7 p.m.
The Voices is Grand Valley 's non-denominational gospel choir, under the
direction of Cassonya Carter Pugh.
The Gullah performance is a featured event of Midwest World Fest, a
nonprofit program dedicated to bringing world arts to America's heartland with the goal of fostering appreciation for other cultures. Gullah is
the native dialect and culture of the Sea Islands of South Carolina.
Prather, a native of Beaufort, S.C., and a Gullah researcher, translator
and storyteller, fo unded Gullah Kinfolk 10 years ago in an effort to preserve the Gullah history and dialect. The gospel group performs songs
including mesmerizing slave spirituals from their Sea Island ancestors

Workshop on
environmental changes in
Central Asia planned
International spealcers from eight countries will
address climate and environmental changes in
Central Asia during a workshop sponsored by
the Department of Geography and Planning.
The First International Workshop on Human
Dimensions of Climate and Environmental
Change in Central Asia is scheduled for May
21 -22 in the DeVos Center.
Kin Ma, instructor of geography and planning,
said 20 presenters from Canada, France,
Germany, Mongolia, Russia, Turkey, United
States and Uzbekistan are expected. Friday's
sessions will run from 9 a.m. -5 p.m.; Saturday's
sessions will run from 9-11:15 a.m. All sessions
will be held in room 136E DEV.

The keynote presentation, scheduled for 9:25
a.m. on Friday, is on the future of the Aral Sea
basin. It will be given by Philip Micklin, professor emeritus of geography at Western
Michigan University, and German Kust, professor of soil science at Moscow State University.
Ma said about 60 students will participate in the
workshop. A Faculty Teaching and Learning
Center grant helped waive their registration fees .
For information about the workshop, contact
Elena Lioubimtseva at x12874 or
lioubime@gvsu.edu. Details are posted online
at www.gvsu.edu/geography.

English professor David Ihrman's life has
allowed him to maintain a global perspective in
literature classes.
Ihrman studied at Fourah Bay College at the
University of Sierra Leone and wrote his dissertation in Antwerp, Belgium, before joining
Grand Valley 's faculty as a visiting professor.
He then moved to China for three years to
research art, religion and culture, and returned to
Grand Valley where he teaches graduate and
undergraduate classes in the English department.

sessions on campus throughout the summer.
• Tax-Smart Ways to Save and Invest: May 24,
1 p.m. , room 201 Kirkhof Center.
• Getting Ready for Retirement (for people
three-five years away from retirement) : May 24,
5 p.m., 201 KC.
• Meeting Financial Challenges at Mid-Career:
July 26, 1 p.m., room TBD.
• Systematic Withdrawals and Life Annuities:
July 26, 5 p.m., room TBD.
• Financial counseling sessions are available on
May 27-28, July 1-2 and July 29-30.

Financial education
seminars scheduled

To reserve a seat at a seminar or to malce a
counseling session, call Diane Frederick at
800-842-2044 or sign-up online at www.tiaacref.org/moc.

TIAA-CREF will present several financial
education seminars and one-on-one counseling

···-------------------------

GVFaces
David lhrman
Associate Professor of English

Due to limited seating, people planning to attend the concerts are asked
to RSVP by calling xl2180.

i l

Ihrman's studies
have largely
focused on the
relationship
between text and
images.
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"Literature and
art have always
A
been sister arts.
Images have the
power to trans\:
form culture, and
maybe even more
David lhrman
than that, images
have the power to transform individuals," he said.
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His combined interests in history and art have
led Ihrman to amass a considerable collection
of Chinese silk prints, which have been exhibited at GVSU, the Holland Community Arts
Center, Muskegon Museum of Art and the
Detroit Institute of Arts.
Irhman said he hopes to introduce more AsianAmerican fiction in his classes, with a goal to
challenge students' understanding of art.
He also stressed the importance of enthusiasm
when teaching. "Life is exciting. Art is exciting.
It's essential to teach with enormous passion,"
he said.
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Faculty and Staff Sketches
In the News
Teresa Beck, director of therapeutic recreation,
was interviewed by WGVU Radio about leisure
as an important part of life.
Jonathan White, on leave as executive director
of the Homeland Defense Initiative, was interviewed by Newsweek online on the effectiveness
of the Patriot Act against terrorism. He also held
a news conference, attended by numerous media
outlets in Grand Rapids.
Alan Steinman, director of the Annis Water
Resources Institute, was interviewed by the
television ministry of the Harbor Unitarian
Universalist Congregation in Muskegon about
the Land Conservancy of West Michigan.

Been interviewed by a reporter? E-mail a
"Sketch" to the Forum,forum@gvsu. edu.

Sketches
Martha Golensky, associate professor of
Social Work, and Lois Smith Owens, director
of admissions for the MSW program and
faculty member of the School of Social Work,
co-presented a workshop, titled "Using Parallel
Thinking to Address Diversity Issues in the
Classroom," at the 16th Annual Lilly Conference
on College & University Teaching-West, in
Pomona, California.
Geography and Planning faculty members Elena
Lioubimtseva and Roy Cole co-presented a
paper, titled "Climate and Ecosystem Changes in
Arid Central Asia Inferred from Satellite
Vegetation Indices and Ground Observations," at
the 2004 annual meeting of Association of

American geographers in Philadelphia. The
paper resulted from collaboration of GVSU
faculty with the Institute of Geography,
Academy of Science of Uzbekistan.

Jim Penn, instructor of geography and planning,
presented a paper, titled "Land Use and Tropical
Agroforestry Systems in Peru: Comparing TreePlanting Programs," at the Association for
American Geographers Annual Meeting in
Philadelphia.
Kin M. Ma, instructor of geography and planning, presented a paper, titled "Michigan
Decadal Land Use/Land Cover Change Analysis
of Landsat Images (1985-2000) and
Classification Methods Comparison," at the
Association for American Geographers Annual
Meeting.
Natalia Gomez, assistant professor of Modem
Languages and Literatures, presented a paper,
titled "Estrategias del poder en la poesia de
Gloria Fuertes," and chaired a session at the 24th
Louisiana Conference on Hispanic Languages
and Literatures. She also wrote an article titled,
"La pluralidad en Cesar Vallejo," published in
Taller de Letras, from the Universidad Catolica
in Chile.
Richard E. Veazey, associate professor of
accounting and taxation, presented a paper, titled
"An Analysis of Midwest Colleges and
Universities Based Upon Performance on the
CPA Exam," at the Midwest Meeting of the
American Accounting Association in Kansas
City, Missouri.
Lee Copenhaver, associate professor of music,
had music he composed premiered by the

Westminster Winds, GVSU Symphonic Wind
Ensemble and Perugino Quartet. His work,
"Tiptoe Music," was given a multimedia performance as a part of the Grand Rapids
Symphony Orchestra's "OrKIDSstra Club"
series.

Faite R-P. Mack, professor of education, cowrote an article, titled "African-American Male
Honor Students' Views of Teaching as a Career
Choice," published in the journal Teacher
Education Quarterly.
Craig G.R. Benjamin, assistant professor of
history, presented a paper, titled "IndoEuropeans on the Borders of Han China: The
Origins of the Yuezhi (Tocharians)," at the
Eleventh Annual Conference on Central Eurasian
Studies at the University of Indiana in
Bloomington.
Corinna McLeod, assistant professor of
English, presented a paper, "Teaching
Aberrance: Feminism in African Cinema," at the
39th Annual Comparative Literature Conference
at California State University, Long Beach.
John Constantelos, associate professor of political science, wrote a chapter, titled "Interest
Groups in Continental Europe: France, Italy,
Spain, Portugal, and Greece," in Research Guide
to U.S. and International Interest Groups.
David J. Cox, safety manager and occupational
safety and health adjunct faculty, received his
professional certification as a Certified Safety
and Health Manager and has also obtained his
license from the state as an Asbestos Abatement
Supervisor.
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